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REMARKS 



Claim Ob jections 



The Examiner has objected to claim 12 under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of 
improper dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous 
claim. Claim 12 has been cancelled. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102/103 

The Examiner has rejected claims 9, 1 1-12 and 13 under 35 USC 102(b) as anticipated by 
or, in the alternative, under 35 USC 103(a) as obvious over Wada et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
5,629,236), previously cited. The Applicant respectfully traverses. Wada fails to teach or render 
obvious all of the elements of the Applicant's claims. In particular, Wada fails to teach the 
elements of independent claim 9 of "providing at least one dunrniy via plug disposed underneath 
and in contact with at least one first interconnect and proximate to the metal plug to provide a 
reservoir for metal ions to reduce a build-up of electromigration-induced mechanical stress." In 
contrast, Wada merely teaches a dummy plug which is not connected to another wiring layer that 
is provided at a predetermined position of a multi-level wiring structure to serve as a source of 
atoms that can be supplied from the plug to prevent the thinning of the wiring portion. Wada 
fails to teach that the dummy plug provides a reservoir for metal ions and instead teaches a 
dummy plug that serves as a source of atoms. Additionally, Wada fails to teach that the dummy 
plug is disposed undemeath and in contact with at least one first interconnect and proximate to 
the metal plug. Instead Wada merely teaches a dummy plug provided in a predetermined 
position without any details as to what that position would be. Also, the Figures 4D and 5D of 
Wada fail to illustrate a dunmiy plug disposed undemeath and in contact with at least on efirst 
interconnect and proximate to a metal plug. The portions of the detailed description that describe 
Figures 4D and 5D of Wada fail to teach that there is a dunrniy plug in either of those figures. 
Therefore, the Applicant respectfully submits that the independent claim 9 and the claims 
depending from claim 9 are not anticipated or rendered obvious by Wada . 
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If there are any additional charges, please charge them to our Deposit Account 
No. 02-2666. 
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